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FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 


God willing, this will be the first issue of LIVING ORTHODOXY produced 
entirely at the Press facility: all requisite equipment for the off- 
set process has now been acquired (including a generator adequate to 
power it), and is in at least semi-useable state. The new darkroom 
has been built (although some interior finishing and furnishing ye 
remains to be done)...producing enough room (but just barely!) to 

move from one piece of equipment to another. The Davidson press ac- 
quired some time ago has been cleaned and put through a trial run. 
the results of actual use will be seen in a day or two! The quality 
of this issue (which should be considerably improved over past is- 
sues) should not, however, be taken as indicative of what is in time 
co be expected—-for it is unlikely that any of this equipment will 
perform up to par on its first use (or chat the pressman will yet 
Know how to make best use of it). Unless something goes afoul (as 
things have a way of doing!), the issue will be off the press and in 
the mail before the beginning of Holy Week. 


The upgrading of the facilities (which will continue yet for some 
time) has been made possible not only by an enormous amount of labor 
and bes:-buy searshing, but also by several generous grants and 


(continued on p. 20) 


THE LLFE OF OUR VENERABLE FATHER LAZARUS UF MURMANSK 
‘Whose memory che Holy Church celebrates on March 8th) 


the venerable Lazarus was born to the east of Constantinople and re~ 
veived the monastic tonsure in that city. Arriving in Russia, he 
settled (n Novgorod while Archbishop Basil was shepherding the flock 
of that city (1331-352). Sc. Lazarus lived with the holy hierarch 
Basil {or several years, and when the godly pastor departed to the 
lord, the ascetic was present at his funeral. The holy Moses, who 
succeeded to the sce of Novgorod. was favorably disposed to the ve 
nerable one and even suggested that they live together, but the lat- 
ter suon expressed the desire to depart into the far north, to Lake 
nega, where there was an island named Murmansk (or, as it was known 

in times past, Much), and he began to inquire diligently of knowledge— 
able people concerning those parts. The island of Murmansk was then 
owned by one John Fomin, governor of Novgorod, and the venerable La~ 
zarus approached him with the request chat he be permitted to take 

p residence on that island, informing che governor of his intention 
totrect a church and monastery there. At first the governor did 

het wish co part with the island and refused the venerable one's re~ 
quest, but one night he had a dream in which the departed Archbishop 
Basil appeared co him and commanded him sternly to relinquish the 
island to Lazarus: thereafter, the governor summoned the ascetic in- 


to his presene and said: "Go thou to the island of Much, 0 father, 
to the plave shown thee by Ged!" related to him the dream 
whieh he hud seen. 


However, the kinsmen of the governor begrudged the loss of the is- 
lands and conviuced him eo part with the land only on payment of 100 
guivias of Silver and certain costly items. Lazarus then betook 
Himself co che island of Murmansk in company with servants of the 
governor whom the Latter had dispaiched Lor the purpose of collect= 
ing taxes. Wefore his departure, the venerable one visited the ho= 
ly Moses, asked his bless J related to him the reason for his 
departure inco the wilde holy archpastor blessed che 
venerable one. amd foretold co him many things which afterwards 
came co piss. The huly monk then prayed at the tomb of his spiri- 
tual friewl Archbishop Basil, and ihen set out for the wilderness 


mess. T 


Alter a long and difficult i during which death threacened 
the travellers repeatedly, the venerable one arrived at che island, 


which was then uninhabited. He constructed a hut for himself, and 
began to live the onerous life of a hermit. Not’ tar trom this is- 
Eand, however, there lived a tribe: of wild aborigines, Laps, who 

had mo knowledge of the true Gods They were: not pleased that a.her— 
mit had taken up residence on tle tstand-of Much, for-they-often 
went there themselves, Several of them even settléd with their 
wives and children not far from the hut of the venerable one; and 
caused Him-much grief, saying: ‘Depart from this place, 0 monk? 

Many times they beat the holy one unmercifully, or threatened to 
beat Kim, and drove him from the island. The tord did not for~ 

sake the chosen one, but strengthened and preserved him. The Laps, 
however, turned on the venerable Lazarus with yet greater force 

and gathered together to beat him again. Then the venerable one 
departed into a certain mountain called Teterevitsa, where he dug 
for himself a little cave. 


One day, the Laps went to his hut; but the venerable one was no’ 
there at the time, as he had gone to his cave. The savages thought 
to find some treasure in the saint's hut but, discovering nothing 
they set it afire. And, as it were in retribution, a great fear 
fell upon them, and many of them were struck blind. There was in 
the hut an ikon of the Theotokos with which the venerable one had 
been blessed at the time of his tonsure into monasticism. When he 
saw how his hut had been reduced to ashes, the holy one was exceed- 
ingly grieved, thinking that the ikon had perished in the fire. Ap- 
proaching the smouldering ruins, he began to consider that it was 
not pleasing unto God that a monastery be established in that place 
Bu: suddenly, he beheld the image of the Mother of God not far away, 
suspended three cubits above the ground, unsupported by anything. 
With joy he approached it, and long prayed with tears before the 
ikon: and he heard a voice proceeding from the holy image, which 
said: 'I shat lock down upon ay humble servants and upon this place, 
and 2 shali no: 


command :hee: construct here a church 
ion of the All-holy Theotokos of the 


ruck with wader, the venerable one Long lay on che ground as one 
rising. he gave glory unzo che ail-holy Theotokos, cry 
skes. Queer of ali, boas: of the Or:hudox: chou 
esder the errers st che herez!vs and puczes: to shame 


those who do not bow down to thee nor venerate thine image, 0 all~ 
pure one!' And again a voice was heard emanating from the ikon 
‘These unbelieving people shall become believers, and there shal 

be one Church and one flock of Christ!’ Thereafter, the ikon o! 

the Mother of God, which had until that moment floated upon the atr. 
descended of its own accord upon the head of the venerable one; and 
he took it joyfully in hand and bore it away to his cave. 


Another time, the venerable Lazarus hid himself in his cave, hoping 
to elude the Laps who sought to slay him. In fear, he prayed fer- 
vently to the Lord and to the all-holy Theotokos, chanting psalm: 
and canons. Then, directing his gaze upon the island, he beheld a 
wondrous vision: In the midst of the island, where the ikon had 
floated upon the air, there stood a woman of radiant beauty, sur- 
rounded with ineffable light and arrayed in robes of gold; men of 
noble aspect came from atar to bow down before this beauteous wo- 
man, and she blessed the place where the Church of the Dormition of 
the All-holy Theotokos was to be constructed. The venerable one 

was filled with great joy, and again prayed to her who is the helper 
of the human race. Having completed the chanting of his morning 
rule of prayer, he set up @ cross where the vision had appeared to 
him; this became the site of the future monastery. 


Soon after this, the elder of the tribe of Laps apprached the her~ 
mit, bearing in his arms his child, who had been born blinds and he 
said: ‘Heal him, and we will depart from this island as thy servants 


command us. The venerable oné, marvelling at his words, took the 
child in his arms. Uttering prayers to the Lord God and His all- 
pure Mother, he sprinkled him with holy water, touched che image of 
the Theotokos to him, and the child recovered his sight. The chief 
tain departed in joy, and ina short cime returned to the wonder~ 
worker, bringing as a gilt a portion of his possessions and food. 


Of this, the saint would accept only the hide of a deer and a little 
food. Then the Lap asked the holy hermit where were the servants 
who Lived with him, who beat his wives and children severely with 
iron rods and commanded them to depart from that place; and he also 
wondered at the sound of the bells which the Laps sometimes heard 
there. But the venerable one dismissed him in peace, and soon after 
the taps Tet! the island and journeyed north to the ocean. But 
Iheir hietiain later became a christian, being baptized together 
with his sens; and eventually he received the monastic tonsure 


Then people from far-away landsbegan to come to the holy one to liv 
wich him, and many of chem became monks. The hermits chen constructed 
a wooden church in honor of the resurrection of Lazarus, the friend 
of God. At that time the venerable one betook himself to Novgorod, 
to the holy Archbishop Moses. The saintly hierarch questioned him 
closely concerning the site of his struggles and his onerous eremi- 
tic life; and he blessed him and gave him an antimension, sacred 
vessels, and abundant alms. While he sojourned in Novgorod, the 
ascetic learned that John che governor had reposed. He then ap 
proached the latter's son, Theodore, who received the monk wich 
love, saying: 'My facher, departing to the Lord, commanded me to 
restore to thee the grivnas which he had taken from thee before in 
payment for the island of Murmansk; and my father also left thee a 
deed for the island on which thou dose dwell.’ Then he presented 
che venerable one with the 100 grivnas and wich a munificent dona~ 
tion towards the construction of the monastery; and he also gave him 
che deed, which his father had wriccen out in his own handwriting 


After a while che venerable one recurned from Novgorod to his own 
island in the wilderness. There he labored diligently over the con- 
struction of the monastery: he consecrated the church in honor of 
the resurrection of Lazarus, the friend of God; he erected cells for 
his fellow-ascetics and surrounded the whole area with a wall. Two 
monks who had come from Kiev built a second church in honor of the 
Dormition of the All-holy Theotokos of the Caves. And the number of 
the brethren began to increase. Soon, there arrived at the new mo- 
nastery the elder Theodosius of Mount Athos, who led a very virtuous 
Life and wore heavy chains on his body. 


When the venerable Lazarus reached a profound old age, it was re- 
vealed to him chat his end was nigh at hand. He then summoned the 
brechren to himself and said: 'My brechren, ye see yourselves that 
the end of my life is come. Choose for yourselves a leader and tea- 
cher from among your number.’ Bur the brechren asked that the vene- 
rable one himself appoint an abbot for them, and he blessed Theodo- 
sius to be abbo: in his monastery. Having partaken of the Mysceries 
of Chrisc, he blessed che brechren and, lifting up his holy hands, 
surrendered his spiric into the hands of the Lord. With honor and 
hymnody, she breshren incerred che venerable one near che sanctuary 
of the Church of Lazarus che friend of God, in the place where he 


~--6-—— 


hau erected the cross. The venerable Lazarus reposed on 8 March 
1391, at che age of one hundred and five. His relics rested, 

least until the godless bolsheviks established themselves in power 
under a slab of stone near the Church of the Dormicion, in what had 
been the Monastery ut Murmansk, for the monastery had been turned 
into a convent in 1786, and one year later had been closed down com- 
pletely; and in 1867 ic had been reopened as a home for the aged. 
Whether the Church of the Vormition remains standing, and whether 
the relics of th holy wazarus scill rest beneath their slab is no 
known, chough it is to be hoped chat chey do, and chat they will one 
day be revealed, to the glory of the All-huly Trinity, to Whom be 
honor, glory, and dominion, unto the ages of ages. Amen 


LTranslation provided by the courtesy and ators of the GRIMUUUF LIFE staff.) 
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THE SUFFERING OF THE MARTYR PAUL. 


A RUSSIAN FREEDMAN 
(3 april) 


‘The holy Paul was a Russian by birth who had been taken captive by 
the Tartars when he was but a small child, and was caken away from 
his homeland. He was purchased from them by a certain Christian, 
who kept him as a servant for some years and then granted him his 
freedom. He took a wife, also a freed slave of Russian nationality, 
and with her Lived a pious life. But, either due to a physical 
ailment or the machinations of the demons (which is often che case), 
he fell prey to a form of epilepsy, from which he suffered chron- 
ically. It came to pass that once, when he had been worsening gra- 
dually over a period of days, his wife and neighbors took counsel 
together and decided to take him co che Church of the All-holy The~ 
otokos which is called Mouglouniou, that he might be cured of his 
mental disorder; for many others, after having been brought to this 
church, had found there deliverance from madness. But, as the 
blessed one was not aware of the reason for which they were convey- 
ing him thither, he resisted violently and protested against it. 
Then they laid hold of him and bore him away by force. It chanced 


thac on their way they encountered some Moslems, who asked them their 
descination; and the blessed one, when he caught sight of them de~ 
cided to seek their aid and began to cry out: 'I am a Moslem and 

have become a Moslem!' But the Moslems said nothing at that time, 
nor did they interfere. Bur two days thereafter, the cursed ones 
were discussing the words of the martyr and said amongst themselves, 
"Wow is Se that we just stood and watched our brother Moslem while 
he cried out seeking our assistance while he was in the hands of the 
infidels? This is a sacrilege which we have commitzed against our 
religion!’ Moreover, one amongst them who was more zealous concern~ 
ing their faith so abused the others chat they said to one another: 
et us go to the Vizier, brothers, that we may relace to him what 
has happened, that here in this city, where the dominion of our faith 
is complete, these infidel Romans have dared to do such things and 
had the audacity to take one who had become a Moslem to their church 
(for they had heard chat the Christians were taking him to church) 
and thac he might not remain a Moslem they found excuse and said 
that he was mad and out of his mind, And so, going to the Vizier, 
they handed him a written report upon che matter. The Vizier was im- 
mediately moved co wrath; he commanded that the Archideme seize the 
man, in whatever state he was found, and as quickly as possible, and 
that he bind-up also the priests of the church and all other Chris- 
tians found there. But by divine providence, one of the accusers, 
hoping to make some money, ran straighway and told the priests of the 
church and the rest of the parishioners of the Vizier's order, and 
they immediately brought the martyr out of the church. At that mo- 
ment, beyond all hope, a miracle was worked over che martyr, and he 
instantaneously recovered his health and soundness of mind. As they 
were commanding him to say nothing whatsoever to the Vizier concern— 
ing how he had come to the church, the Archideme arrived with his 
soldiers before they could complete their instructions, and they mer= 
cilessly bound up che holy Paul as well as the priests, and conveyed 
them to the Vizier. 


The Vizier immediacely ordered that the priests be cast into the 
deepest, darkest and foulest dungeon, and cheerfully asked the 
blessed Paul whether he had become a Moslem. The holy one cried 
out with a vibrant voice that he had no recollection of ever having 
done such a blasphemous thing. Then the informers gave cestimony 
that on the day when he was borne past them he had cried out that he 
was a Moslem. The martyr then exclaimed: ‘Ye are liars, and have 


slander out of 80 


concocted th he Vizier then 
said to him, "Why, then, were the Christians taking thee to chu! 
And Paul replied, 'Nay, Effendi, chey were not taking me to the 
church, but because I had an attack of lunacy and had caused some 
disorder, they were taking me to my house. Moreover, 1 have been 
am, and will remain a Christian.’ The Vizier said to him, ‘Today, 
according to the testimony of these Moslems, who have borne witness 
how they heard from thine own mouth that thou didst say: I am a Mos- 
lem, it is required that thou either profess the Islamic faith and 


become a Turk, or be put to death immediately. Furthermore, chou 
must decide quickly ana choose one of the two. if thou wilt become 


a Turk, I will make thee a wealthy and great man; of not, thou shalt 
receive a terrible death.’ Now, behind the martyr stood his blessed 
wife, who had followed him from the church to the Vizier's court, 

and she encouraged him, saying in Russian: 'Be not afraid, my husband. 
do not lose courage in the face of death, but remain steadfast in the 
Faith of Christ! The cup of death cometh in the twinkling of an eye, 
and afterwards thou wilt receive joy and gladness with the martyrs 

of Christ, and I shall be called blessed, being the wife of a martyr.’ 
‘The Vizier then asked who the woman was and what she was saying to 
him. One of the Hagarenes present there understood a little of the 
Russian langauge and said, ‘This is his wife, Effendi, and she is en- 
couraging him not to fear death and not to deny his Faith.' Then 

the Vizier, blind with rage, ordered that that blessed woman be bound 
to one of the pillars of his courtyard and that she be beaten mer- 
cilessly with rods. While this was being done, he sent che martyr 

to prison. Three days later, he once again commanded that the holy 
Paul be brought before him, and again put to him the same choice; but 
the martyr resisted manfully, crying out: ‘I ama Christian!’ Then 
the Vizier ordered the Archideme to take the martyr to the hippodrome, 
which was called At Meindani in Turkish. There, his holy and sacred 
head was cut off, and thus he received the glorious crown of martyr- 
dom by the grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ. The priests were re. 
leased some days later after the payment of certain moneys. By the 
prayers of the New-martyr Paul the Russian, may we also be delivered 
from eternal torment and attain eternal blessedness with him. Amen. 


© dark passion 


(by John Kargophyllis, the Great Logothete of the Great Church of Constantinople. Translated from 
the Greek Neon Kartyrlogion by the staff of ORTHCOOK LIFE.) 


PERSECUTION OF RELIGION 1N THE...USA? 


CHRISTIANITY TODAY, a Protestant magazine, printed a lengthy article 
in its January 2 issue entitled 'Taking God To Court', in which case: 
of the persecution of religion in American schools are detailed. 
These cases are all based on the separation of Church and State 
which is embodied in American law 


ITEM: Students at che University of Missouri at Kansas City are for- 
bidden to meer on the grounds of that insritucion to discuss religion 
even outside of class hours; nor are they permitted co distribute 
religious literature to other students. 


ITEM: At the Universicy's St. Louis campus, speaking on religious mat~ 
ters from the ‘free speech platfarm'!---established to allow scudents 
to express themselves on miscellaneous issues of common interest 

is forbidden. 


ITEM: Religious students ac Western Washington University are limited 
to two meetings of a religious nature per quarter and, unlike non- 
religious studene groups, must pay rent to use university facilities. 
Any funds raised by such groups, without respect to their source, are 
subject to scrict administration concrol. 


ITEM: The First Orthodox Presbyterian Church of San Francisco, a 
congregation of about fifcy, has been forced to incur substantial 
expense defending its right to fire the church organist when it be- 
came known chat has is a practicing homosexual who had no intent to 
change his lifestyle. According to the church's attorneys, the dis 
charged organist stated in his deposition chat his intention, brought 
under a local ‘gay rights ordinance’, is ‘co force the church to 
change ics religious beliefs and to punish it for ceaching that ho- 
mosexvality is a sin.’ 


ITEM: The Department of Building and Safecy for a major West Coast 
city (undisclosed due to the sensitive nacure of present negotia 
tions) issues a ‘cease and desisc' order forbidding two home Bible 
study groups co meec because che houses in which they gather are not 
aoned for ‘church purposes’. Both groups, each involving about twene 
ty persons, volunteer to eliminate singing---reportedly neither loud 
nor boisterous—--and to disperse the cars which brought chem to the 


—10--- 


residences. A department supervisor, however, states ata hearing 
that it will be the department's policy to issue cease and desis: vr. 
ders against any religious meeting in a private home not zoned as a 
church oven If "just one non-residenc' {3 present! 


ITEM: Two Harvard University law students are bringing suit as 'tax- 
payers’ against the Secretary of the Army, asking the U.S. Diserice 
Court for the Eastern District of New York co declare unconstitucion- 
il the chaplatney program, charging it conszicuces an éscablishment 
of religion tn vielaifon of the Ftrse’Amendmenc. 


WHERE DO WE LiviEY 
[Vaeerpted trum the WewleLter of the Church", Grpartaent of Luaestic and Foreign Affairs, available 
voi-revpiest (a genera donaLion would be in order) (rm 7 C. Qed Ste, New York, IY 100ct 


ALD FOR UGANDAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIANS 


Numerous Ghurch periodicals have recently carried appeals for assis- 
lve for our brethren in Uganda: for clothing, Bibles, and Shurch 
periodicals and religious books. There are two ways in which yu 
can respond to these appeals through the agency of LIVING ORTHODOXY 
nd/or Agape Community. Over the years, from various sources (in= 
cluding donations), a large stock of surplus clothing has accumulated 
al the Gommunity. It would be desirable for such of this as could 
he uselul re our brethren in Africa to be shipped to chem-—-but che 
poverty of the Community precludes this, without outside assistance. 
If you would wish to help in this way, a donation of $25 will cover 
the cost of insured shipment of a 20-pound parcel of clothing. The 
Gonmunity will assume responsibility for ascertaining what are the 
actual needs and packing and shipping. In response to the appeal 
lor religious liverature, you may wish to subsidize the shipment of 
an N-bag {most economical method) of copies of LIVING ORTHODOXY to 
Uganda for distribution there (or make a smaller donation toward the 
cost of such a shipment). Approximately 135 copies can be shipped 
ala cost of $90---somewhat below our usual wholesale price, with 
shipping cost included. Donations for either purpose are tax deduc— 
tibles please identify the intended purpose by making your check 
payable either. to ‘Agape Communi ty---Uganda Fund' (for clothing) 
or to ‘Sr. John of Kronstadt Press---Uganda Fund’ (for magazines) 


atte. 


FINAL WORD ON THE "SOUL AFTER DEATH’ 


In its meeting of 19 Nov./2 Dece. 1980, the Synod of Bishops of the 
Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia HEARD: the extensive corr- 
espondenze connected with the controversy raised by Deacon Lev Pu- 
halo with regard to the book by Hieromonk Seraphim on life after 
death. In che book in question a great many false teachings concern- 
ing the soul outside the body are investigated with, however, the 
purpose of contrasting an Orthodox explanation with them. However, 
entering a domain which has not been fully revealed to us, and fur- 
thermore, unwillingly employing non-Orthodox materials, Hieromonk Se~ 
raphim, despite various reservations, initiated a controversy, in 
which his opponent, Deacon Lev Puhalo, paying no heed to the disclai- 
mers, with yet greater persistence, and with a spirit of condemnation 
wrongly accuses him of heresy. This controversy can cause great harm 
co the faithful. 


The Forepsing is 9 erbatio reproduction of the translation of the Russian text; wtat follows is the 
itor’, digest of the central sectien of the eapart | 


The Synod directed Bishop Gregory of Manhattan to make a theological 
evaluation of Deacon Lev's book. In his report, Bishop Gregory indi~ 
s his awareness chat Deacon Lev's work arises froma natural Or- 
thodox concern lest the Church be inferted by any Western or other 
non-Orthodox influence. In this concern, however, he is said co have 
gone to an opposite extreme and thereby to have contradicted a num- 
ber of teachings (not dogmas) which have long been generally accepted 
in Orthodox theological materials. Most conspicuously, in his fear 
lest the teaching concerning the ‘toll=stations’ be linked to the la- 
tin doctrine of Purgoatory, "he leaves almost no place for what 1 
Orthodox dogmacic theology is referred to as the ‘particular judge- 
ment’, after which the soul experiences a foretaste of che blessed~ 
ness or the eternal torment which awalrs {t after the resurrection. 


Deacon Lev represents the state of the soul after death as utterly 
unable to function in any way...as a state of mute and blind repose 
Such a concept of the soul separated from the body is not in accord 
with Orthodox teaching. It fs at variance with the ceaching concern- 
ing the preaching of the Forerunner in Hades, as well as with the 
possibility of the souls of the Old Testament Holy Ones in Hades be- 
ing able to hear and heed the preaching of the Saviour there and 


roe 


thereafrer going with Him co Paradise. Likewise, it is in clear con— 
tradiction co the parable of the rich man and Lazarus. Furcher, che 
Synaxarion for Meatfare Sunday says of St- Basil the Great that ‘he 
saith in his discourse on che departed that before the general re- 
surrection it hath been given to the saints to know one another and 
to rejoice together.’ The activity of the saints in the life of the 
Church and the appearance of Moses on Mt. Tabor are further evidence 
of the crue teaching in this matcer. 


While expressing certain healthy and good thoughts concerning life 
after death, Deacon Lev has allowed his keenness to bactle that which 
appears to himto be scholastic to mislead him. Even some of th 
greatest ascetics and theologians of Russia have at times been able 
to express genuinely Orthodox teaching by use of che scholastic ex~ 
pressions of the theological language of their times, drawing such 
truth forth from the rich well of the Tradition of the Church. Among 
such anclent traditions is the tradition of the so-called toll-sta~ 
tions, which Deacon Lev yo determinedly rejects—-stacing it, how- 
ever, in an exaggerated manner. No one can dogmatically establish 
the existence of the toll-stations as they are represented in the 
dream of Theodora in the Life of St. Basil the New, for no direct in- 
dication is to be found in Holy Scripture. However, this tradition 
with varying details, has been preserved from profound antiquity, and 
contains nothing contrary to piety, Deacon Lev's un-orthodox expla- 
nation of the state of the soul after death, and his very underscand- 
ing of the toll-stations as a mere bargain between the angels and de- 
mons, indicates the hastiness of his judgement. Nevertheless, ic 
must be clearly underscood that any image such as that of the toll- 
stations is only ‘a weak depiction of heavenly things. 


But ‘to maintain that the soul, having been separated from the body, 
finds itself in some state of sleep (in which) it cannot experience 
either blessedness or suffering, or hear, or speak..is contrary to 
our Faith. The Church has never caught this. (...) How exaccly 
disembodied souls can speak and be heard has not been revealed ro 
us. 


‘Thus, addressing ourselves to contemporary conjectures on the life 
of the soul after death, I propose that we ought to follow the advice 
of Bishop Theophan, "to terminate our speculation as regards the ac- 
councs of what takes place in the spiritual world. Read, deive deep- 
ly, be edified, but do not rush to draw any con-lusions cherefrom, 
-13~. 


For that which is there, ‘eye hath not seen, nor 
have entered into the heart of man’ (I 


gels are Not Body, But Spirit, Moscow 1891, pp. 90-92) 


TAKING all of the foregoing into consideracion, the §; Wisshap 
RESOLVES [an exact reproduction of the translation of Uh! Rissian decres provided 1 11¥1M: 
qWoorY]: In deliberations on lite alter death one must in general 
in mind that it has not pleased the lord to reveal to us very anh 

aside from the fact that the dogrev of a soul's blessedness depends 

on how mich a man's Lite on earth has been truly Christian, and the 

degree of a man's posthumous sullering depends upon the degree of Ii: 
sinfulness. To add to the little that the lord has been ple 
reveal to us with conjectures is not beneficial to our 
and all disputes in this domain are now especially detr 


more so when they become the object of the discussion of people whe 
have not yet been fully established in the Acrid polemis 
apart from the spiric of mutual Love turns such an exchange ef opi 
nions from a deliberation into an argument about ‘The pasit ive 


preaching of the truths of the church may be prot 
putes in dn area which is not subject to our inve 
evokes in the unprepared reader false notions on que: 
tance to our salvation. 


In view of this, at the present time the Synod of Bishops deminds the 
cessation in our magazines of the controversy on dogmatic quest ion 
and, in particular, on questions converning life alter death. Th 
controversy must be ended on boch sides, and Deacon ley Puhaly is 
forbidden to lecture in the parishes until he signs a pledge sat is- 
factory to the Synod to terminace his public statements on quest ivis 
of internal dispute between Orthodox on subjects which may provoke 
confusion among the faithful. 


In accordance with this decree, the matter is nov closed in the pages of LIVING UPIKIDURY: vo materials 
or letters relating to the subject will be printed. The Full text of Vladyka Gregory's analysis, in 
‘lading najor citations from Orthodox theological sources, nay be requested by those with a Legit ims 
interest from hia at 75 £. 93rd Sts, New York, NY 10028.) 


ANNOUNCING: 


The first edicion of chis large booklet was exhausted last year (ex- 
cept for a few lef-over poor es). ics reception is perhaps bese 
typified by che numerous lecters from nonOrthodox seekers of the true 
Faith such as this recenc one from California: 

"The Sacramental Life was one of the best readings 1 have had for 
a long time because i: clarified che important point: Sacrament is a 
real event, not mere symbolism like most churches believe.’ 


‘The new edition will be richly adorned by new iconographic {llustra~ 
tions from an Orthodox iconographer/illustrator, and the text care 
fully examined and revised for doctrinal accuracy and ease of reading 
‘The {llustration work has been compleced and the cextual revision is 
underway. The printing will of course be greatly improved over thac 
of the first edition. 


The retail price of the booklec (printed in a convenient tract-and 
pocket size) will be $2.00 plus postage. in order to underwrite che 
expenses of its produccion, pre-publication orders for 25 or more 
copies will be accepted until 15 May at $1.50/copy postpaid. God 
willing, the presswork will be completed and prepublication orders 
filled by the end of May. 


emaigsce, 


aussian Onthodx Church Abeta 


ORTHODOX CONFERE 
July 21-24, 1981 


‘nthe Campus Dickinson Chee Cathe 1 


‘CE 


SPONSORLD BY 


The Orthodox Chur ty 
‘Saints Photios the Great, Gregory Palamnas and Mack 
—The Pillars of Orthodoxy 


‘Mount Holly Springs. Pennsyivania 


SPEAKERS: Archbishop Vitaly, Bishop Gregory, Archimandrize Pancelei- 
mon, Hieromonk loannikios, Fathers Carras, Laskowski, Schneider, 
and Doctors Kalomiros, Johnstone and Desrosiers 

PROGRAM: Daily Divine Licurgy with Vespers or Akachist to the Hocher 
‘of God each evening. Ten lecture sessions followed by discus- 
sion with a panel of clergy, and two open forums. Sermons by 
guest clergy daily. 

OPENING CEREMONIES: Hierarchical Divine Liturgy followed by an even- 
ing Banquest on Monday 20 July. 

FEES: $80/person for all meals and lectures ($70 fur teenagers, $60 
for children 5-11). Lodging at Dickinson College a 
son. Motel rooms available at slightly higher cost. 
tion on camping sites available. 

CHILDREN: A special program for older children is provided. Baby~ 
sitters will be avatlable for smaller children at a reasonable 
cost. 

REGISTRATION AND DEPOSIT: Registration is limited, and musc be made 
with an accompanying deposit (wholly or parcially refundable 
depending on date of cancellation) by 15 May. Early regiscra~ 
tion is encouraged, as registrations will be confirmed on a 
first-come basis. 


INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION FORMS: Contact Father Deacon Photios 
Touloumes, Conference Chairman; 535 - 84th St.; Brooklyn, NY 
11209. 
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AGAPE COMMUNITY NOTES 


[Supposing thac che circulation of LIVING ORTHODOXY 1s now such chaz 
the inclusion of Service Schedules for che Temple of the Annunzia:ion 
is of Litele incerest to most, they will no longer appear here, Pro- 
spective visitors are encouraged to call 615/536-5239 for current in- 
formation. } 


TEMPLE LABOURS 


Thanks to the willing and able assistance of a work-party from our 
nearest neighbouring parish (Our Saviour, Indianapolis, IN) on two 
occasions, the interior panelling of the Temple has been largely com- 
pleted (some de.ail work remains, as well as a small section in the 
back which will have to await the milling of additional panelling). 
The iconostasis has veen completely rebuilt of oak and walnut panel, 
and adorned with beautiful framed prints of the icons of Our Lord 
and the Mother of God from the Stavroniky Monastery on Mount Athos 
gifts of the same Church. Walnut deacons’ doors remain to be con- 
structed, and the cedar panelling for the ceiling still stands in 
the woods. The difference in appearance is truly amazing! 


TEMPLE DONATIONS 


In addition to the icons (and labor!) mentioned above, there has been 
received in time for Holy Week services a beautiful hand-painted epi- 
taphion from the reader Lawrence in San Diego. Several new icon- 
lamps were donated by the Pirkles of Atlanta on their first visit 
and hung by David on a subsequent visit (such is the press of work 
here at the moment!). Gifts of wine, oil, incense, charcoal, and 
ocher such items for the Temple have also been brought by recent vi- 
sitors and are warmly welcomed. The silver-bound Gospel which was 
donated last fall compleced its round crip to Fr. David's bindery 
shop at Holy Trinity...so that the silver binding now contains an 
English Gospel, and che Greek Gospel which it once contained is being 
rebound for use on appropriate occasions, Just as we go to press 

the mail contained today a bound copy of the Triodion supplement... 
it will obviously outlast the paper copy which after just one Lent 
threatens to disntegrace! 


peep 


CATESHUMENATE. 


‘The number of catechumens at Agape has grown during Great Lent: 
addition co the four Zitterichs, Fr. Gregory's youngest brother 
and his wife Cindy arrived jusc as Lent began to begin their prepa~ 
ration for Illumination. They have settled in a aearby house, found 
employment as houseparents (part-time) for a halfway house for re- 
tarded adults, and become valued additions to the community of Faix 
Soon thereafter, we were pleased to receive first as visitors and 
then as catechumens David and Shelley Pirkle from Atlanta (formerly 
of the OCA parish there). Ic would be premature co make any comment 
on the certainty or timing of coming Baptisms, but it seems reason- 
ably certain that at least some of these faithful who have come by 
their various routes to the Faith will be baptized during the Pas~ 
chal festivicies. 


PASCHA AT AGAPE 


As we draw near to the end of Great and Holy Lent, we eagerly anti- 
Cipate the Paschal celebration. It is likely chat many of our read 
ers will not receive this until after Pascha, but in any case let it 
carry our deepest wishes that the Joy of the Resurrection may dwell 
in the hearts and lives of all the Faithful. The celebration of Ho- 
ly Week will be as complete and rich as we are able to make it---we 
anticipate the keeping of the entire cycle of services to be possible 
for the first time, beginning with the Lazarus Saturday and Palm 
Sunday services, continuing with the Bridegroom services and reading 
of che Four Gospels during the first days of Holy Week, then conti- 
nuing with the services of Holy Thursday and Great Friday. The Pas 
chal Vigil will begin approximately at sundown on Saturday and con- 
tinue throughout the night, concluding with che Resurrection Liturgy 
shortly before dawn. Orthros, Divine Liturgy and Vespers will be 
celebrated daily throughout Bright Week. 


We eagerly anticipate sharing the Feast of Feasts with several of 
our brethren from afar: the members of the mission in Huntington ex- 
pect to arrive on Holy Wednesday, the Pirkles from Atlanca on Laza— 
rus Saturday (and perhaps several others from Atlanta later on in 
the week), the catechumen Leonid from Asheville on Holy Friday. It 
will be a joy to sing the Resurrection wich such a swell of voices! 
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STIVAL, CELEBRATIONS 


Since the last Issue rejoiced in che celebrations of he 
Meeting of Our lurd in the Temple and of the Annunciation. For the 
former, our joy Was increased by the presence of a large number of 
the faithful from the Church of Our Saviour in IndJanapolis, and of 
Benedict Ackerman and Beason Phot les Touluumes from New York—-and 
the service d by the first occasion -on which a service has 
been celebrated in the Temple with a Deacon serving! For Annuncia= 
tion, our Temple feast, we were not su blessed with visiting faich- 
fulsss.but nevertheless found deep joy and beauty in the Feast. We 
look forward to many more suck celebrations to come. 


CREATURE COMFORTS: 


During a recent visit, David Firkle attacked che rar 
house with hammer and saw, producing an en-lusu 
sulted to som of our visitors: one with four wally al] che way up 
and a door. One of thuse jobs which has been nueding to be done for 
a long Cime....but always there is something mure urgent fur us. 
Thanks, Davide..we'll appreciate it coo, when che rain ts blowing or 
the snow tries to senrle on the seat next wi 


MISSION: USE THE TUBE! 


As planned, Fr. Gregory delivered one in the Honors We.ture series 
at Middle Tennessee State University recently-—="Orzhudoxy in Ameri~ 
ca: The Faith of the Primitive Christian Shurch in XX Zenzury Ameri~ 
ca." The lecture was videotaped and subsequently broad.as: over che 
local educational programming channel (cables. Wha: resul=s iz may 
have it is far too carly to say, but we learned co cur surpise tha: 
the videotape will be kept in the archives at the Universizy, and 
that copies may be obtained by anyone who has an applizazion for =hem 
at a cost of $15-$30 (depending on che type of machine on which zhey 
are to be used). The address, which began and ended wich siide pre- 
sentations of numerous Orchodox churches in chis coun:ry a:zompanied 
by Orthodox music from the Jordanville seminary choir, was orienzed 
to the general public, with a general assump liccle or no= 
thing was known of Orthodoxy. If anyone has applizazion for a :opy, 
please contact the Community and the ne:essary arrangemenzs wi. be 
made. 
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loans (some yet co arrive}. Much of this support has come from in- 
stitutions within the Russian Orthodox Church Abroad, but a special 
note of thanks must also be extended to Holy Protection Monastery 
(Old Catholic) in Oklahoma for its generous support. As it will yet 
require furcher funding to underwrite the printing projects which 

| begin the functioning of the Press as far more than just the 
source of a magazine, it is likely that we will shortly resort to 
one final general fund appeal...offering to all of our subscribers 
a three-year extension of their subscriptions and a copies of what- 
ever other works may be released by the Press during this year for 
a contribution of $25 or more. If anyone wishes to beat us to the 
draw and take up the offer before the general appeal goes out...feel 
Iree! 


Boosted by the generous publicity given LIVING ORTHODOXY by the staff 
of ORTHODOX LIFE in the recent issue, the subscription list conti- 
hues to grow steadily, with new subscriptions well outnumbering non— 
renewals. Nevertheless, it is still quice small (just barely at 
what we 'consider the break-even point), and we continue our appeal 
to ont subscribers to provide gift subscriptions and names and add- 
resses Lor suitable recipients for complimentary copies. 

With che new equipment in place, it is now possible and reasonable 
for she Press to accept outside work from parishes and individuals 
in the church who need such work done. Our anticipated quality is 
az least chat of a good job-printer (considerably becter than che 
jitty-print operations, with whom we cannot compete), and it is pro- 
able chac such work can be accomplished and shipped at a favorable 
cost-saving over rates prevailing in urban areas. At the same cime, 
such work Will help to amorcize the cost of the upgraded facilities 
and repay the loans incurred in cheir acquisicion---as well as co 
provide some sort of a living for che workers here. Please write 
for estimazes on whacever work you may be able co supply us. 


As noced elsewhere, work is near completion on a new edition of TI 
Sacramental Life, which we hope to have off che press by the end of 
May. The Piztorial Inzroduccion zo zhe Orthodox Faith (translated 
Irom Japanese? should follow soon chereafcer. It is to be hoped that 
before the end of the year ozher works will alsc be available. 


hank ail of our friends and subs:ribers for their supporz, 
your conzinuing prayers for che work of che Press. 
20. 


Again, se 
and reque: 


LETTERS 


bear Father, 

1 am afraid that I cannoc claim credit for che translation of 
the anonymous Life of St. Ceolfrith published by you in LIVING OR- 
THODOXY. I I remember correctly, it was by the Anglo-Saxon scholar 
Dr. Dorothy Whitelock in English Historical Documents 500-1042 
(with some small alcerations by myself); I do not know the dace of 
the Life, but ic is certainly pre-schism. 

Your readers may be incerested to know chat I have collected se~ 
veral volumes’ worth of English and Celtic saints’ Lives writcen 
between the years 600 and 1200. We now need an editor of the sta- 
cure of St. Simeon Hetaphrastes or St. Dmitri of Rostov to give this 
collection shape and a relatively uniform style. The last saint of~ 
ticially glorified by the English Orthodox Church (quite indepen- 
dencly of Rome) was Hieromartyr Alphege, Archbishop of Canterbury 
(419 April 1012). The last saints of Celtic origin on our list are 
Sc. Gormgalius of Aran, Confessor of the Saints of Weland (+1012) 
and St. Bean, Bishop of Aberdeen (+1012). All the saints on our 
List were venerated as saints in pre-schism times, as evidenced by 
calendars of Anglo-Saxon or Celtic origin. 

It is interesting that there is exceedingly little evidence of 
papist ideas in the whole of this collection. There are papisc- 
style expressions, such as ‘the apostolic see', in texts mainly of 
the eighth century, when English Orthodox missionaries were working 
closely with the pope's in the conversion of Germany. But in, for 
example, the Lives of che three great hierarchs Dunstan of Canter- 
bury, Ethelwold of Winchester and Oswald of York (all written in a- 
bout 1000AD.) there is no hint of papism---perhaps because St. Dun~ 
stan ruled England as almost an autocephalous church, successfully 
defying attempts at papist interference. It was only after the 
terrible Norman conquest of 1066, sponsored by the pope against the 
English, and the pseudo-council of Winchester in 1070, that papist 
ideas really began to take root in England. But by that time the 
bodyguard of the last Anglo-Saxon king, Harold, was in Byzantium, 
fighting for the Emperor Alexis I against che Normans, and his 
daughcer, Gytha, was in Kiev, married to Tsar Vladimir Monomakh! 


Wich best wishes, 
Vladimir Moss 
Guildford, England 
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Deares: Father Gregory: 


‘excerpts from a lergthy letter) Please do 
so chat we can have a sane English-lan- 


Just a shor: note in haste. 
keep up LIVING ORTHODOXY 
guage Orchodox publication, free from..-religio-political bilge... 
Sercainly, I think there is a great need for a bold, fearless and 
forzhrigh: presentation of Orchodox truch. But the truth of thi 
Christian Faith {s good news, not a bitch-out. When a person sees 
how beautifully and wonderfully Metropolitan Philaret presents the 

fasts of Orthodox Tradition co its enemies (Athenagoras heading the 
list), one can only with that those supposed ‘zealots’ could take a 
lesson from him. No one <ould accuse him of compromising with the 
Orshodox Faith! (...) Anyway, scarcing over again....: Please do 
keep SIVING ORTHODOXY going so there «an be a good, solid, pious pre- 
sentation of the treasures of Christ. And please do try to stay out 
of idiociz controversies. I think you know wha: I mean. Definite- 
ly, if a person speaks the cruch in Christ, he is going to be con- 
sidered harsh and offensive by che spiritually sick. But such a 
consideration should be erroneous---and not warranted by a high- 
flying, s-reeching manner of presentation. (Nastiness) has never 
been spirituality, and I doubt if it ever will be. (. 


Abbot George burke 
Holy Prore:tign Munasiery 
Oklahoma Giny, OK 
LITURGICAL MATERIALS UPDATE 


The Sc. Nectarios' Calendar listed in the last issue is no longer | 
print (for 1981). A few coples are available from the Press Buukser= 
vice, and it {s likely that copies may still be obtained frum the 
St. Mark of Ephesus Bookstore, 961 South St.. Roslindale, MA 0123 


and/or Sts» Theodore Church, 96 Los Robles St Williamsville, NY 
14221. Additional informacion on service materials may be obtained 
by writing Fr. Laurence at Holy Trinity Monastery, Jordanville, N 
13361. The rumor chat an English Common Menaion Is in prepara’ lon 
was confirmed by one of our correspundents...bui no informacion is 


available concerning its probable issue date. ‘The numerous Menaton 
services prepared by the Monastery of che Vell in Paris are not ye 
available from Holy Trinity Bookstore, as we indivaied. They may b 
obtained from the Synodal Bookstore (75 E. 93rd S1., New York 10028 
or from Light and Life Publishers, 3450 Irving Ave. S, Minneapolis 
MN 55408. 
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ST. EPHRAIM THE SYRIAN 


Homily on 
THE SECOND APPEARANCE OF THE LORD 


and about the End, and che appearance of the anti-Christ 


How shall 1, Ephraim, che least and a sinner and full of transgress- 
ions, be able to relate things beyond my power? But, as the Saviour 
through His compassion taught wisdom to the unlearned, and through 
chem enlightened the faithful everywhere, He will also strengthen 
out tongue to the benefit and edification of me the speaker, and of 
all the hearers. I will speak with pains, and T will calk with 
sighs, about the end of chis world, and about the very bold and 
fearful dragon, which will in che future trouble all creation under 
the heavens, and will put cowardice and carelessness and dreadful 
unbelief into the hearts of men, and make prodigies and signs and 
terrors--=-so that, if he could, he would also deceive the elect 
and deceive all through his false signs, and through imaginary pro- 
digtes done by him, Because by permission of Holy God he receives 
authority to deceive the world, because the impiety of the world has 
multipilied, and everywhere various wicked deeds are being done. 

And because men decided to remove chemselves from God, and to love 
the evil one---because of this, the Spotless Master gave permission 
that chey be tried through the spirit which leads astray 


Great is the battle, brothers, more so to the faithful, in those 
cimes, when signs and prodigies are done by the dragon in much au~ 
thority; when he also shows himself as god through fearful false 
images, and flies in the air, and all the demons rise up in the air 
like angels, in the presence of the tyrant; because he shouts with 
power, changing form and terrifying all men exceedingly. Then, 
brothers, who will be fortified and lefc unshaken, if he does not 
have the sign in his soul---that is, the holy appearance of the Only- 
begotten Son of our God? When he sees that uncircumscribed afflic~ 
tion, which is everywhere in every soul, which does not have any re- 
lief at all nor even an abatement on earth or at sea; when he sees 
that the whole world is troubled and everyone flees to hide in the 
hills, and some die of hunger, others are melted as wax in dreadful 
affliction, and there is no one to give mercy; when he sees all 

faces wich tears and longing asking men if perchance the word of 

God is heard on earth, and he hears nowhere-—-who will endure those 
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days? Who will patiently hear the unbearable affliction? when he 
sees confusion of peoples, who come from the ends of the earth iu 
the aspect of heaven, and he sees that many worship before the ty- 
rant and shout with trembling that he is our saviour; when he sees 
that ‘the sea is troubled and the earth is made dry and the heavens 
do not rain and the plants are withering; out of great cowardi-e al 
those who are in the east flee to the west; and in curn chose who 
are in the west flee to the east with trembling: The shameless onc, 
then, having received authority, will send demons to all the furrh= 
est parts, so as to preach boldly, that a great king has appeared 
in glory---come and see him. Who {s it who has such an adamant inc 
soul, so as to bravely endure all of these snares? Who is this man, 
as I said before, so that all the angels may bless him? 


I, Christ-loving and perfect brothers, became frightened at this do- 
sire for the dragon, medicacing to myself the affliction which wil 
befall to men in those times, because che dragon is loathesome and 
terrible to the race of mankind, and moreover he becomes morc bit~ 
ter to those who can conquer his false images. Because chen many 
will be found well-pleasing to God, being able to be saved in the 
hills and the mountains, and in the desert places, with many prayers 
and exceeding weeping. Because Holy God, seeing them in such an 
uncircumseribed weeping, and sincere faith, [s moved tu show merry 
to chem, as a tender loving Father, and He maintains them where they 


have hidden; since the all-abominable one does not cease Irom seck- 
ing the holy ones on earth and at sea, thinking that he will reign 
over the remainder of the earth, and subject all to him. And the 
wrecch thinks he will stand in opposition, when the Lord romes oui 
of heaven, the wretch not knowing his own weakness and pride berause 
of which he fell. But he troubles the earth, and fright ' 
things through magical false signs. In that time, when che dragon 
comes, there is not abatement on earth; bur grear aff lic tre 
ble and confusion, deaths and hunger ‘1 all che ends of the earthy 


because He our Lord through His divine muuch said chal such things 
have noc happened trom che beginning of creation. 


How shall we sinners liken its excess and unspeakableness, sine God 


referred to it in chis manner? vei each on bh othe holy wards 
of the Lord and Saviour, tha: because of the ssity and great sal- 
fliction, He shortens the days of che alflicrim, for He is moved 


so mercy, counselling us and saying: ‘pray thar your (light be no: 
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in the winter time, nor on the Sabbath day.’ And again: ‘Be watch- 
ful always, praying continually in order to be made worthy to escape 
the affliction, and to stand before God, because the time is near. 
jet us entreat continually with prayers and tears, day and nighi 
making progress in the sight of God, so that sinners may be saved. 
If one has tears and contrition, let him entreat the Lord, that we 
be saved from the affliction which will come upon the earth; because 
there will be famines {n places and various deaths on earth. Noble 
will be that soul, which will be able to hold itself away from 

these stumbling-blocks. Because if a man is found to be a little 
wdilfercnt, he is easily besieged and becomes a captive of the e- 
Land subtle dragon; and such a one is found unforgiven in the 
judgement, because he voluntarily believed in the tyrant. We need 
many prayers and tears, beloved, so that we may be unshaken in the 
trials, for miny are the unreal images which are done by the beast 
Because he fights against God, he wants all men to be destroyed; for 
the tyrant uses the following manner, so that all will bear the seal 
of Ube beast, when he comes to deceive all things. Be careful, my 
brother, of the excesses of the beast, because he uses different 
arts of evil-—-he begins from che belly: so chat, when one is dis- 
Iressed by not having foods, he is required to receive the seal of 
that one, net by chance in any pare of the bedy——-but in the right 
upon the forehead, so that a man will not have authority 
lo do his cross with his hand, nor again to sign the Holy Name of 
lord on the forehead: because the miserable one knows that when 
Gross of the Lord is sealed in a man it loosens every power of 
my. and this ix why he seals the right hand of men. 


hand 


Therelore, my brother, the battle is terrible to all the Christ- 
loving men, so that they not be cowardly nor neglectful up to the 
Hime of death, when the dragon engraves his sign instead of the Cros: 
ot the Saviour. For he uses every means, so that at the time of 
death the Name of our Lord and Saviour will not be spoken at all 
This he does, fearing and trembling at the holy power of our Savioury 
“is ‘aled with his seal, he does not become a cap~ 


For if 0 ot 
tive of that one's unreal images; neither does the Lord separate 
Hime! trom him, but He enlightens him and draws him to Himself 
We should have in our thoughts, brothers, with every exactness, 
that the unreal Images of the enemy are to be averted. Our Lord, on 
the other hand, comes with calm {n order to beat off for us the 


tricks af the beast. [By| holding the firm faith of Christ sincere- 
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ly, we will make che power of the tyrant easy co be driven away in 
confusion. Let us acquire an unchangeable reasoning and steadfasc- 
ness, and then the weak enemy, lefc with noching to do, will with- 
draw from us. 1, the least one, ask you, brethren, Christ-lover: 
Let us not become soft but racher, strong wich the power of Christ 
because inexorable war is at the doors. Therefore, let us block 
the door with the stone of faich. 


Therefore, make yourselves ready, just as faithful servants who do 
not accept a stranger; because the thief and destroying angel and 

fone not moved to mercy is about to come at the appointed seasons 
first [before Christ], trying to steal, to sacrifice, and to destroy 
the elect flock of the True Shepherd, Christ, and for this purpose 
he takes up the form of the True Shepherd. Let us learn, oh friends, 
in what form the shameless snake comes to earth. Because the Sa- 
viour, desiring to save mankind, was born of a virgin, and in the 
form of man stepped on the enemy with the holy Power of His God- 
head---he decided to take up the form of the Lord's second appear- 
ance in this way also to deceive us. Our Lord will come to earth 

in bright clouds, like fearful lightening, [but] the enemy will not 
come in this manner, because he is an apostate. Out of a loathe- 
some girl he is brought forth, but he is not incarnated in this man- 
ner. The all-abominable one will come in this form, like a thief 


in order to deceive the whole world. Humble and quiet will he be: 
he will hate injustice, he will turn away from idols, he will honor 


piety before all else, be righteous, love the poor, be exceedingly 
comely, well established, cheerful to all 


He will honor very much those of the tribe of Judah, because they 
await his coming. Amongst all these things, he will accomplish signs 
and prodigies, dreadful portents with much authority. He will keep 
trying to be pleasing to everyone by deceit. In order to be loved 
quickly by many, he will not take gifts, he will not speak with us 
he will appear downcast, he will thoroughly beguile the world under 
the guise of good order-—until he reigns. 


When, therefore, many peoples and political groups see such virtues 
and powers, all unite at the same time with one mind, and with great 
joy they proclaim him king, saying amongst themselves: Can perchance 
there be found another man so righteous and just? His kingdom is 
immediately restored, and he will cast down with us three great 


iastqnas, 


kings. Afterward, his heart is heightened, and che dragon wii! vo 
mit up his bitterness. Troubling the ecumene, he moves zhe furzhes 
parts, he afflicts all things and defiles souls. No longer as a 
Pious one [does he appear}, bur very stern in all zhings: relenz- 
less, irascible, angry, unscable, fearful, odious, hateful, abomi~ 
nable, savage, vengeful, unrestrained and evilly attempting zo pu 
all of mankind into che pit of impiety. We multiplies signs false~ 
ly, and not in truch, as long as many peoples stand by and praise 
him. We puts ona stern voice, so that the place on which the 
crowds stand is shaken, saying: Know all ye people my power and my 
authority. He moves mountains to different places, he raises up is 
lands from the sea with deceit and false images: and even chough h 
deceives the world and reveals all things to the mind, many wil 
glorify him as a strong 3od. 


then every soul will tament dreadfully and will moan; then all wil 
be brought under inconsolable affliction, which will possess chem 
night and day, and they will noc find consolation anywhere. Then 
infants will die in cheir mothers’ arms, and again, a mother wil 

die upon her child; and a father wich his wife and child will die 

in che marketplace, and chere will be no one to bury them and put 
them in tombs. There will be foul odours everywhere because of che 
dead bodies which will be thrown into the streets, which will dis- 
tress the living very much. In the morning, all will say with pain 
and moaning: When will evening be so chat, we can rest a little? 
When again the evening arrives, we will all say with tears: When 
then will the daylight shine so chat we can escape the affliction 
which rules us? And there will not exist a place for one to flee 
and hide, because all things will be troubled, including the sea and 
the dry Land. 


That is why the Lord said to us: Be watchful and pray unceasingly 
to escape the affliction. There wfll be foul odours in the sea, 

foul odours on earch, famines, earthquakes, confusion in the se 
confusion on earth, terrors in the sea, terrors on earth, [There 
will be] much gold and silver and silk garments, but they will not 
benefit you in chat affliction, and all men will consider blessed 
those who died before the great affliction arrived on earth. The 
gold and silver is thrown in the streets, and no one comes near 

them, because all are loathesome. Everyone is eager to escape and 
zo hide, but nowhere do they find a place to hide from the affl 
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clon. After the famine and the affliction and che tear, bising ser- 
pents are discovered. Inwardly fear, and outwardly crembiing: wigh: 
and day, dead bodies are placed in the strevzs. Foul odours in che 
streets, foul odours in the houses: hunger and chirst in the streees 
hunger and thirst in the houses; the sound of weeping in che streets 
uproar in the streets, uproar in the houses. One and all alter 
weeping meets the other: father the son, and son the tacher, mother 
the daughter, friend is hugged by friend, they forsake each other 
and brother after embracing brother dies. 


‘The beauty of the face of every body had withered. The forms of men 
become as of death. The beauty of women becomes odious and loathe- 
some. Every body and che desire of men will wither. All those who 
believed in the fearful beast, and received his seal, the impious 
character of the abominable one, run toward him and say wich pain 
Give us to eat and to drink, because we all die of hunger; and chase 
the poisonous beasts away from us. And the wrecched one, not hav- 
ing an answer, very loathefully says: From whence will 1 give you 
to eat and to drink, oh men? Heaven does not give rain to che 
earth; earth [on its part] did not give any harvest or products. 
Hearing these things, the people mourn and weep, not having any a~ 
batement of afflictions. But their afflictions will become an af- 
fliction without being circumscribed, because they so eagerly be- 
lieved in the tyrant. Since the wretched one is unable even to help 
himself, how can he give them mercy? 


In those days, there will be a great need out of the distress of 
the dragon, and fear, and earthquake, and roar of the sea, and fa— 
mine, and thirst, and bites of the beast. All who receive the anti- 
christ, and worship him as the righteous god, will not have a part 
in the Kingdom of Christ, but they will be cast to Gehenna with the 
dragon. 


Blessed is he who is found holy and faithful, and having given his 
heart without doubt to God; because without fear he will answer the 
question of the evil one, despising also the tortures and his false 
images. Before these things happen, the Lord will send Elias (Eli- 
jah) the Thesbite and Enoch, as He is well moved to mercy, in order 
that they may move mankind to piety, and they will preach boldly the 
knowledge of God. So that mankind will not because of fear believe 
in the tyrant, they will shout loudly and say: He is a deceiver 
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oh men; let no one believe in him forever, nor be obedient co the 
fighter against God; let not anyone of you fear, because he will be 
quickly destroyed; behold, che Lord comes from Heaven, in order to 
Judge all who have believed in his sign. But few will there be then 
who will obey and believe the preaching of the prophets. 


vhe Saviour does these things in order to show His unutterable love 
of mankind; because neither in that time does He leave mankind with— 
out preaching. Consequently, all will be withouc defense in che 
Judgement. 


Many of the holy men, as many as will be found then at the coming 
of the abominable one, [will] shed rivers of cears with moaning to 
Holy God, so that they will be redeemed from the dragon, and they 
flee with great diligence to the deserts, and hide themselves in 
mountains and caves with fear. And they sprinkle dirc and ashes on 
their heads, calling upon God night and day with much humility. 

And Holy God will give Grace co them. That is, Grace will lead them 
to the appointed places, and they will be saved hidden in the holes 
and caves, not seeing the signs and the cerrors of the anti-christ 
For the coming of che antichrist becomes known to those having their 
minds nailed to the upper. To those having their minds on the things 
of chis life, and longing for the earthly, chis will noc be apparent. 
For whoever is always tied to earthly things, even if he hears, he 
disbelieves and loathes the one celling him. The holy men will be 
strengthened, because they always throw off the cares of this life. 
Then all of the earth and che sea mourns, and che air mourns; at the 
same time also the wild animals, with the birds of heaven; mountains 
and hills and the trees of the plain mourn; the lights of heaven 
also mourn for mankind, beacuse all swerved away from Holy God, and 
believed in the deceiver, having accepted the sign of the abominable 
one and bactler against God, instead of the life-making Cross of 

the Saviour. 


The seas also mourn, because suddenly the voice of psalmody and the 
prayers have ceased out of the mouths of men. All the churches of 
Christ mourn a great mourning, because the consecration of waters 
and the offering [of the Eucharist] are not liturgized. When there~ 
fore are fulfilled completely the three periods and one half of the 
authority and acts of the abominable one, and when all the stumbling- 
blocks of all the world are filled out, at the end the Lord will 
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come as lightening out of heaven---the Holy One, the Spotless One, 
the Fearful One---and our Glorious God with Glory inconceivable. 
Running before and between His Glory are those of the ranks of an- 
gels and archangels, who are all flames of fire, and a river full 

of fire with terrifying whiriwinds. The Cherubim having their eyes 
down, and the Seraphim flying and hiding their faces and feet in 
wings of fire, will shout wich terror: Arise, ye who sleep; behold, 
the Bridegroom has come. The tombs are opened, and in a turn of an 
eye all the tribes arise and see the holy beauty of the Bridegroom; 
and ten thousands of ten thousands, and thousands of thousands of 
angels and archangels, and innumerable armies [of che heavenly ones] 
rejoice with a great joy. Holy men and just, and all those who had 
not received the seal of the dragon and impious one, exult. 


‘And the tyrant is brought bound by angels with all the demons before 
the judgement-seac; and those receiving his seal, and all the im- 

pious and sinners are bound, and the King gives His decision against 
them, of condemnation to the unquenchable fire. All they who have 

not received the seal of the anti-christ, and all they in the caves, 
exult with the Bridegroom in the agelasting and heavenly bridal bed, 
with all of the holy men (Saints) to endless age of a 


‘Amen! 


COPYRIGHT 1980 (translacion), by George Rallis, who acknowledges the 
assistance of Thomas P. Koines. Iranslation printed as received, with ninor edito- 
rial revision of punctuation for improved English readability. The translation here presented vas 
sade from the generally-received Greek translation of the original Syriac text, and cbvicusly follows 
the Greek/Syriac syntax closely. In a print-vorld Flooded with wildly speculative spectacular pl 
dictions of the End, allegedly based on Holy Scripture, this authentic voice from the Holy Tradition 
of the Church is a badly-needed corrective. Should they be found available, other patristic texts 
concerning the same subject nay be expected to follow in LIVING ORTHODOXY. 


A WORD OF APPRECIATION 


We acknowledge wich gratitude che receipt of a large number of Scrip- 
tural Materials from the American Bible Sociecy's Orthodox Relations 
Department (1865 Broadway, New York 10023), which enable us to pro- 
vide complete Bibles (unfortunately lacking the ‘apocryphal’ books 
in most cases), New Testaments, and other materials to those in need 
of them. The materials are well-prepared and excellently printed. 
Others with need of Bibles might do well to communicate with them 


0. 


JUBILEE OF METROPOLITAN PHILARET 


on Sunday February 9/22, 1981, che clergy and people of the Russian 
Orthodox Church Outside of Russia celebrated the 50th anniversary 
of the ordination to the priesthood of His Eminence Metropolitan 
Philaret of Eastern America and New York, Chief Hierarch of the Rus~ 
sian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia and President of the Synod 

of Bishops. 


Several hundred people crowded into the Cathedral of Our Lady of the 
Sign in New York City to participate in the hierarchical Divine Li- 
curgy served by His Eminence the Metropolitan. Concelebrating were 
Their Eminences Archbishop Athanasios of Buenos Aires and Argentina 
and Paraguay, Archbishop Lord Vitaly of Montreal and Canada, Arch- 
bishop Anthony of Los Angeles and Southern California, Archbishop 
Anthony of Western America and San Francisco; Their Graces Bishop 
Lavra of Syracuse and Holy Trinity Monastery, Bishop Alypy of Cleve~ 
land (Vicar of Chicago-Detroit), Bishop Constantine of Boston (Vi~ 
car of Eastern America-New York), and Bishop Lord Gregory of Man- 
hatcan (Vicar of Eastern America-New York). Archimandrite Anthony 
of the Russian Ecclesiascical Mission in Jerusalem served, as well 
as many other archpriests, priests, procodeacons, deacons and lesser 
clergy+ 


H.S.H. Princess Vera Romanoff headed the list of the pious faithful 
in attendance. His Eminence Metropolitan Gabriel, a bishop of the 
Old Calendar Greek Orthodox Synod headed by Archbishop Auxentios, 
was in attendance as an honored guest at the Liturgy. 


The Cathedral swelled with the music of two choirs: the choir of the 
Synod Cathedral and the Seminary Choir of Holy Trinity Cathedral in 
Jordanville, NY. 


In the afternoon nearly 200 people followed co a banquet held in ho- 
nor of the Metroploitan in the newly-completed parish hall of Holy 
Virgin Protection Orthodox Church in Nyack, NY. 


{Special to LIVING ORTHODOXY by a participant. While no one fron Agape Community was able to be in 


attendance at the Jobilee, a telegram of congratulations and best wishes was dispatched after the 
All-night Vigil , with special prayers and a hearfelt 'Many Years!" at Divine Liturgy the next day.] 
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AN APPEAL 
from the 
PARISHIONERS OF ST. XENIA’S ORTHODOX CHURCH, 
Moundsville, W.V. 

In October of 1979, the small parish of Sts. Peter and Paul in Moundsville, 
West Virginia, dismayed by the increasing modernism within the American 
Metropolia the "O.C.A."), voted to dissociate itself from what it considered to 
be an uncanonical Church and was subsequently received into the bosom of the 
Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia. Litigation over control of the parish 
property, including the church building and rectory, became so involved and 
costly, however, that it would be best to begin afresh with the purchase of anew 
piece of property and the construction of a new church 

With the blessing of His Eminence, Metropolitan Philaret, we have re- 
named the parish in honor of St. Xenia the Blessed of St. Petersburg, and hope, 
with God’s help and hard work, to erect the first parish church in the world 
dedicated to the blessed one 

We are a small group, but are accustomed tt hard work. We have already 
managed to purchase « plot of land uitable for construction, adjacent to which is 
another plot of land which, should we be able to afford st, could serve as a 
cemetery But our own means are limited, and if wr are to construct a church 
truly fit for the worship of Alinighty God and as a 
Blessed Xenia, we must appeal to all pi 
truly godly task. We have no doubt that those who take up this burden with as 
will be vouchsafed « reward in Heaven. 

Accordingly, we appeal to those who read this to support 


endeavors by sending donations to 
St. Xenia’s Orthodox Church 


Building Fund 
P.O, Bor 525 
Moundsville, W.V. 26041 


May God send down His rich blessings upon all who stele t 
Orthodox Faith pure and un 
Blessed protect and preserve all who vencrate 
constructing a church which will be a fit memorial tu 


ulterated in our times, and may St 
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TOWARD AN ORTHODOX MARRIAGE BUREAU? 


We assume chat all Orthodox Christians perceive the desirability--- 
it noc che absolute necessity---for those who would enter into the 
holy stace of marriage to do so within the Faith. The undesirable 
effects of so-called ‘mixed marriages' are all too evident. But so 
often, when the matter is discussed, tie discussion ends with an ob- 
servation that it is nearly impossible for one who is seeking a part- 
ner to find a suitable Orthodox candidate, and a sighed ‘Well, what 
can we do?’ Having participated in a distressing number of such dis 
cussions over the past few months, we would like to suggest that is 
something must be done, if we are to preserve the integrity of our 
Faith and our marriages---particularly for those Orthodox folk who 
live in widely-scactered parts of the country where Churches are few 


and far between. 


Quite simply,«what is required is that we set our values straight: 
the first requirement for a suitable marriage-partner for an Ortho~ 
dox Christian is that he or she be Orthodox. Either a willing pro~ 
spective convert must be found (a difficult and often painful ac- 
tempt, as many can readily testify), or a means must be found for 
communication between would-be good Orthodox wives and husbands who 
have no way of reaching each other. To be sure, che several Confe~ 
rences with which we are blessed are @ partial answer...for those who 
are at liberty to attend them. Obviously, however, they are insuf- 
ficient. 


Therefore, at the request of several of our friends in the Faith at 
various parishes throughout the councry, we propose to allow the use 
of Agape Community as an exchange center for those who seriously seek 
Orthodox marriage-partners and are having a difficult finding them. 


We would not propose to attempt in any way to decide who might b 
suttable for whom (unless a correspondent requested some simple and 
obvious screening). Perhaps the simplest way to go about ic would 

be to xerox whatever resumes might be received (one is already in the 
files) and provide the whole set to any inquirer who sends his or 

her own. Obviously, some refinements may be needed as time goes on 
---but this should suffice for a start. Suggestions are of course 
welcome! Please be aware, however, that the process of xeroxing is 
for us, at least) both expensive and nsuming...and includ 
with any request a donation sufficie purpose and postage 
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WORTHY TO BE READ 


ON FASTING, SS. Cyril & Methody Society, Box 404, Chilliwack, BC 
V2p-637 Canada; 25 pp. Bixll, 1980, $2.50. An excellent collection 
of short and readable essays on the spiricual backround of our Ortho- 
dox practice of fasting by Metropolitan Philaret, Deacon Lev, Fr. 
Spiridon Schneider and Fr. Michael Henning. The collection is aug- 
mented and completed by short Lives of saints in whose spiritual lit 
fasting played a notable role. It is unfortunate that this excellent 
small work was not received in cime for review before Great Lent--- 
but it is one which should be included in every Orthodox home and pa- 
rish library for use throughout the year. If ordered now, it should 
be on hand for use during the Apostles’ Fast 


LIVES OF SAINTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE, Vol. V (Saints of Holy Britain) 
SS Cyril & Methody Society/Synaxis Press, 50 pp. Bixll; $4.50. This 
latest addition to the series is of special interest to Orthodox 
peoples living in the West, as it makes a timely and well-written 
foray into the lengthy task of recovering che crue Orthodox heritage 
of Western Europ history which spanned nearly a millenium, but 
which has been almost completely buried under the catstrophic events 
of the following centuries. To be warmly recommended 


THE ORTHODOX WAY, Fr. Kallistos Ware, SVS Press, 575 Scarsdale Rd., 
Crestwood, NY 10707; 196 pp. paper, $3.95; 1979. One of the more 
difficult works we have undertaken to review---for {t must be warm- 
ly recommended and at the same time seriously criticized. The book 
has a legitimate place in the endeavour to communicate Orthodox Truth 
to an academicized and intellectualized world, which increasingly 
finds it difficult to hear anything which {s not expressed in ration- 
al and academic categories. For some individuals, a book such as 
this may be the only possible doorway into the Truth...but by its 
very nature it is only a doorway, and consequently makes very tedious 
reading for anyone who has even only begun co walk through that door- 
way. Fortunately, a critical second step is provided in the rich 
selection of quotations from the Fathers which adorn the beginning 
and ending of each section. Unfortunately, all too often there ar: 
mixed with these quotations (unidentifiable except by reference to 
the bibliography) quotations from nonOrthodox writers, both ancient 
and modern. All considered, it is good that this book exists...but 
it should be handed to inquirers only with appropriate cautionary 
words. 
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